
 LEMUEL HAYNES

 Lemuel Haynes was born July 18, 1753, at West Hart-
 ford, Conn. He was a man of color, his father being of
 "unmingled African extraction, and his mother a white
 woman of respectable ancestry in New England. " She was
 then a hired girl in the employ of a farmer who had a
 neighbor to whom belonged the Negro to whom the woman
 became attached. Haynes took neither the name of his
 father nor of his mother, but probably that of the man in
 whose home he was born. It is said that his mother, in a
 fit of displeasure with her host for some supposed neglect,
 called her child by the farmer's name. Mr. Haynes took
 the young mother to task, and while yet the baby was but
 a few days old, she disappeared. As she was the daughter
 of a Tolland County farmer, Mr. Haynes shielded the fam-
 ily from disgrace by having the child take his name with
 that of Lemuel which in Hebrew signifies "consecrated to
 God. " The mother never had anything to do with her child,
 and it is said she married a white man, and lived a respect-
 able life. Lemuel providentially met his mother once in an
 adjoining town, at the house of a relative, fondly expecting
 that he would receive some kind attentions from her. He
 was sadly disappointed, however, for she eluded the inter-
 view. Catching a glimpse of her at length when she was
 attempting to escape from him he accosted her in the lan-
 guage of severe but merited rebuke.

 Mr. Haynes kept Lemuel till he was five months old, and
 then had him "bound out" to Deacon David Rose, of Gran-
 ville, Massachusetts, a man of singular piety. There Lem-
 uel grew up, and lived for thirty-two years. One condition
 of his indenture was that, in common with other children,
 he should e!njoy the usual advantage of a district school
 education. Yet, as schools of that section were decidedly
 backward, his early opportunities for instruction were very
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 guage fairly well but had never read more than the Greek
 testament and Septuagint. He was well read, however, in

 the English classics and his discourses show taste for the
 beauties of poetry and elegant composition.

 Haynes was always industrious, his early habits hav-

 ing been formed in the rigid pursuits of business. At home

 he was a man of the highest domestic virtue. His family

 government was strictly parental, based on reason and

 principle, not on passion or blind indulgence. He was al-

 ways strict, ever adhering to a standard of the most Puri-
 tanic order. Having early formed the high ideals of up-

 rightness, no man could ever bring against him the charge

 of dishonesty. Above, all he was a man of consistent piety
 and resignation to the will of God.

 His dying testimony was: "I love my wife, I love my
 children, but I love my Saviour better than all." A plain
 marble marks his grave. On it is this inscription, prepared
 by himself:

 "Here lies the dust of a poor hell-deserving sinner, who ven-
 tured into eternity trusting wholly on the merits of Christ for sal-
 vation. In the full belief of the great doctrines he preached while

 on earth, he invites his children and all who read this, to trust
 their eternal interest on the same foundation."

 So lived and died one of the noblest of the New England
 Congregational ministers of a century ago. Of illegitimate
 birth, and of no advantageous circumstances of family,
 rank or station, he became one of the choicest instruments
 of Christ. His face betrayed his race and blood, and his life
 revealed his Lord.

 W. H. MORSB.
 HARTFORD, CONN.
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